Project Socrates Grundtvig 1 VisuaLearning

NATIONAL QUALIFICATION WORKSHOPS IN POLAND - FINAL REPORT

According to the project proposal ITeE - PIB carried out 2 national workshops in Poland and because of interesting and a great demand we decided to carry out an additional one so there were three qualification workshops in Poland: 24.05.2007 (Lublin), 20.06.2007 (Radom), 21.06.2007 (Radom).

After a one-day workshops in Bonn all partners agreed on some changes and to add more practical aspects instead of a part of theory. Resulting - we focused on visual methods, exercises, practical aspects of visual methods concerning teachers and students needs. We added much more material which could be used by teachers with their students in comparison with the qualification workshops in Bonn. 

Qualification workshops in Poland were aimed at teachers, instructors, lecturers, tutors of foreign languages.

The main aim of the workshops was to give a practical knowledge on how to use visual methods in teaching concerning particularly the target area - teaching of foreign languages. 

Programme and content of our qualification workshops were prepared according to the common draft agreed within the partnership and adopted to the target group specific needs in each country, in Poland - adult people who is learning a foreign language.  

All of three qualification workshops were carried out in the same way with no changes after the first one. The only one difference was the duration which we were forced to adopt dependently on the organizational conditions and agreements between ITeE and hosting institutions.

Workshops  were organized in 2 sessions including some main subjects:

1. Theoretical part

· introduction into Socrates Grundtvig VisuaLearning project (background, aim, partners, main activities, foreseen results etc.)

· role and importance of visual thinking

2. Practical part

· visual methods (examples of selected methods and practical exercises how to use these methods in the classroom in general and particularly when teaching foreign languages): mind mapping, clustering, mnemotechniques, visualization

· power of images

· learning styles

· support of new media

· final discussion at the end of workshops - feedback, opinions, reflections, useful links and literature.
During two sessions there were three short relaxing exercises with a relaxing music (2-3 min.) based on the educational material approved by The Ministry of Health.

Workshops were assessed positively according to evaluation questionnaires. Participants found them as a very interesting and useful activity worthy to disseminate and continue. Organizing courses within Socrates Grundtvig 3 would considerably facilitate  teaching process in the future and we should discussed it within the partnership and maybe propose or recommend it in our final reports to the EU Commission.

The final discussion gave some information about the teachers` problems with students. Especially elder people are ashamed to ask about something, they have problems with computers and new media in general. It teachers` opinions visual methods are  helpful particularly for them. New media used during the lessons could be a helpful support for teachers to assimilate elder people with IT (the elder use IT very seldom, only when they are forced to do this. Using it during classes could make them more familiar with IT and decrease their fear of using it.) Another problem is a lack of time - to prepare a lesson with visual support takes much more time than the traditional one.

From our experience it is a very important issue to prepare and select exercises and pictures very carefully in order not to hurt somebody` s feelings and believes. Images and human imagination are a great power and sometimes we can cause negative or not desired associations by the accident. We had this situation with just a one person during the third national workshops and we all know this situation from workshops organized in Bonn.

