Project Socrates Grundtvig 1 visuaLearning

Target group in Poland:

The target group in POLAND includes adult students of foreign languages (English, German and others), with a special attention paid to people above 55 years old - The Third Age Universities learners.

Especially elder people are ashamed to ask about something, they have problems with computers and new media in general. In teachers` opinions visual methods are  helpful particularly for them. New media used during the lessons could be a helpful support for teachers to assimilate elder people with IT (the elder use IT very seldom, only when they are forced to do this). Using it during classes could make them more familiar with IT and all icons, symbols which could be difficult to understand in everyday life decreasing their fear.

Students of The Universities of the Third Age are 55+ that means they are generally retired.  The idea of the Universities of the Third Age is to include elder people into lifelong learning by the promotion of social activity on the basis of interests development. The main assumption is, therefore, widely understood intellectual, mental and physical stimulation of seniors, as well as leading educational and cultural activity. Many people attend there just to spend their time in active way. 

The students of  Universities of the Third Age for a minimal fee may use the modules of classes arranged in forms of lectures on different areas of knowledge, such as computers, literacy, art, foreign languages (English, German, Italian) as well as gymnastics and dance. 

Because of a very high emigration rate to English spoken countries many Polish families have foreign friends or new family members from abroad. Elder people learn foreign languages because they wish to keep at least a general conversation.

Another group within the general target group (people who learn of foreign languages) is a group of adults (20+) students from Teacher Training Centre in Radom. The Centre educates adult students to be a foreign language teacher in the future. Students receive excellent education thanks to well-qualified staff supported by native speakers, modern equipment and the newest teaching materials and methods (they use visual methods very often). Centre has 2 sections (English and German).
