NATIONAL QUALIFICATION WORKSHOPS IN ROMANIA – FINAL REPORT

According to the objectives and the activities for the Visualearning project, Fiatest organized 1 workshops in the period 22.09.07-28.09.07 (22.09.07 – first workshop and, 28.09.07 – second workshop). 
The attendees to these 2 workshops were trainers who are teaching foreign languages as well as trainers which are teaching vocational training for third age people (alternative medicine trainings). 
The main objective of these workshops was to supply the attendees with knowledge and tools needed for the adults teaching – learning process. Also, this information have been adapted so that they would answer to the specific needs of the attendees (foreign languages and vocational adult trainers). Regarding the knowledge supplied, we started from the feedback gathered from the group discussion with learners and also from the contents established in the third meeting on the project in Bonn. Thus, we’ve started from the theoretical aspects and tried to relate these theoretical aspects with practical examples (see the workshops evaluation). 
When I was referring at the tools supplied in the workshops, I was thinking about the soft which can be used in visual learning (MindManager, FreeMind, OpenMind). We gave them like examples this soft, trying to informed them about the new media and their help in the learning process)  
The guide, used as support material during these workshops was developed based on the scheme established during the third transnational meeting organized in Bonn, Germany. Altough initially it was established that the theory will have a larger part in the final presentation, during the workshop the presentation was focused on examples and correlation related to the specific field of activity of the trainers and the theory had a lower part included in the presentation. The guide tough (the written support) fives reference to the history of visual in education as well as the relevant theory for understanding the importance of visual in education.  
The presentation within the workshop was developed using and combining the theory with practice, so that the attendees will be able to understand and be aware of the importance of visual in education and on the other hand to implement and to make connections between theory and practice. The topics in the workshop were:
· Presentation of the Visual Learning Project: objectives, activities. Exercise with photographs

· Personal presentation exercise – “The blazon”

· Short history and background of visual in education (presentation) - subject like: the interest for visual starting from the Euclid (the law of the perception was established by Euclid in a geometrical way), the psychology of shape –John Locke, the begging of visual in education: Jan Amos Comenius. 
· Psychology and form – visual perception, psychological currents related with the visual, „forms“ – support for visual learning (theory and practice))
· Space and visual perception (theory and practice)) – ambient vd. Learning process/ learning environment, images and visual perception (presentation and application)
· Visual and Communication – visual as imagination stimulation, visual as representation and organization of information (map, graphs organisators, concepts map, Venn diagram, pictograms, cartoons). Presentation of a software used in adult education

· Application exercise (Communication power of cartoons)

During the workshop a presentation exercise has been used “Blazon” which had a double aim, one to present each attendee and to ensure the interrelation efficient within the group and on the other hand the use of visual for better learning of information regarding with a certain person. 

During the discussion at the end of the workshop, the teachers declared very enthusiasts regarding the topic as well as the utility of the visual in teaching foreign languages. The teachers of alternative medicine declared that they do not use these methods before as they were not aware the importance of visual. 
Foreign languages teachers mentioned that although they were not aware of several aspects from the topic presented, a large part of the information presented were already used in practice, methods like mind map, crating a schemes, brainstorming, using imagines to create a story etc. They considered that methods very useful because using these methods they are able to help learners to understand easier and also to memorize the content of learning. Also, the learners are able to make connection between the knowledge already known and the new knowledge learned.(for detailed information see the workshops evaluations).
Regarding the software and programmes used in education, new media, and the attendees mentioned that it is more difficult to use the software as not all of them have the competence and the technology needed. These software were new for the participants. 
What are your impressions / results regarding the workshop?

Generally both workshops are regarded as relevant to practice and well adapted for the target group. Some teachers remarked that the workshop showed them a perspective used by them regarding the process of learning but, in the same time was helpful because they weren’t very conscious about the utility of these methods. The participants told that they preferred to use in the class the method like brainstorming, mind maps, schemes (for synthesize the content of learning).

What are your recommendations and results regarding the final concept of 

  workshops?

· The final concept must have more about visual learning methods. It will be helpful for the teachers to have a wide range of methods of visual learning and to choose the appropriate one when they need it in their class. So, if a method was approved we should include it in the final concept. (ex: the map method used by the foreign languages teachers in their class).  

· To have more information about the way of using colours in an appropriate way for improving the process of learning (What kind of colour should I use to highlight an aspect or another. It is a difference if I choose a colour or another?). it will be useful to have different pictures with relevant exemplification of colours)

