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Bucharest - 28.09.2007

2nd National workshops for Trainers

EVALUATION – FEEDBACK
Please answer the following questions, if possible in English.
1. What were your expectations of this workshop?

· I was hoping to find out more methods for using the visual in teaching the foreign languages
· I did not know very well the subject and the approaches which would be used
· I had no expectations because I was not familiar with the subject
· I expected more theory (I was afraid of this) and I thought that I would not see the application of visual learning
· Being a new topic for me, I was very enthusiasts of this and curious to find out new methods
· I was expecting a high number of practical activities which I could use in the teaching process, as well ass more references to studies and research on the topic

· Examples and practical application for visual learning
· New teaching methods which would make an interactive seminar. Also to share experiences with other teachers
2. To what extent have these expectations been met?

· The presentation make me very attentive and made me more aware on the role of visual in the teaching process

· Is a very good method for improvement of the teaching process as well as very new for the students

· I managed to do correlations between me previous knowledge
· The workshop proved to be a happy combination between theory and practice. I wish I learned more about adult education
· Completely. I was expecting examples and practical information which I have received during this workshop

· To a small extent my expectations have been met. But, I can apply and implement what I have learned in my professional activity

· My expectations have been met as the examples have been very appropriate

· My expectations have been met in overall, but I wanted more exercises

3. Please award the following sessions a rating on a 1 to 10 scale where 10 is the highest rating. Please also include a short comment if you wish.

Session A (Introduction: project presentation, interest for visual – history, presentation exercise)
RATING

· For the first time this subject was approached

· Getting familiar with the history and psychology of visual

· Good overall perspective

· Very clear and precise

· Very interesting (references to the fields which deal with visual)

6, 10, 10, 10, 10, 9, 10, 10
Session B (Psychology and form – visual perception, psychological currents related with the visual, „forms“ – support for visual learning (theory and practice))
RATING

· Good tool which can be adjusted depending on the needs of the teacher
· Theoretical and practical presentation very good
· The essence has been presented
· Interesting and interactive exercises
· Very good
· Very interesting
8, 10, 10, 10, 10, 9, 10, 10
Session C (Space and visual perception (theory and practice))
RATING

· Interesting, simulative, supporting the (self)knowledge of the students

· Very well presented images

· Relaxing and exciting

· Very good

9, 9, 10, 10, 9, 9, 10, 10. 
Session D (Visual and Communication. Visual learning techniques. (theory and practice)
RATING

· Very useful theoretical and practical aspects

· Very focused “survey”

· The essence of the workshop
9, 9, 10,10, 10, 7, 8, 10
Session E (Application exercise: Communication via cartoons)
RATING

· Very good method for learning a foreign language, especially for beginners
· Very well chosen for exercise
· Funny
· I felt a more detailed approach was needed
· Very good exercise
5, 10, 10, 10, 9, 8, 10, 10.
Session F (Learning styles – discussions and a tool for identification of learning styles)
RATING

· Very good tool for knowing the learning style of the students

· Very useful in knowing groups of students

· Very interesting

· Interesting

· Useful

10, 9, 10, 10, 10, 10, 8, 9.
4
Which session(s) did you find most useful?

· Visual and communication – quick learning techniques

· All have their importance in given context of teaching Romanian for foreigners or English language to Romanians

· All of them are useful especially with accent on visual and communication

· C and D sessions

· Session D

· Personal presentation exercise “Blazonul”

· Session D

· Exercise on choosing the relevant pictures for students, cartons and drawing significant elements

5
Which session(s) did you find least useful? 

· Personal presentation exercise “Blazonul”

· Session b (psychology and form)
· Session B

· Communication via cartoons

· It depends on the group of students. Probably the one with drawing the blazon

6
What would you change in the qualification workshop?


· In overall the workshop is well built but I would have liked more time assigned to specific visual techniques and exercises

· I would not change something, but add more practical exercises

· I would add more visual learning techniques used in teaching foreign languages to adults

· Nothing

· I would add more practical exercises related to the use of computer in teaching

· The information was quite general, Maybe I would like more focus on teaching/learning of foreign languages with specific examples

7 Please add any additional comments here.
· Unexpected interesting subject

· I consider that the visual learning plays a major role in teaching foreign languages

· The guide is very useful and complete, including practical aspect which is very, very useful

· I liked it a lot

YOUR NAME


Thank you

1. What are your general impressions / results regarding the workshop
The second workshop in Bucharest met the approval of the participants and was in evaluated better than the first group discussion (the average rating was 9.4).
The expectation of the attendees was fulfilled very much and the workshop “proved to be a happy combination between theory and practice”. Also, was one participant who wanted to use more exercise and examples and another which said that “a small extent my expectations have been met. But, I can apply and implement what I have learned in my professional activity.”
The main interest was in session C (the perception in visual learning) and D (visual and communication). This result reflects the interest of participants in the practical aspects of the workshop. They found very interesting the methods like maps (the teacher draw different things like: a ship, an island, a mountain etc. and tell the learner’s to follow his instruction: “you are on a ship and you must to go to the island. So, you must to go ahead until the island and after that to go to the right and to go round the mountain…” and so on , depending of the number of given elements.) This exercise can be use successfully on the foreign language class. The aim is to check if the learners know and understand commands, words etc.  Another useful method approved by the participants was the brainstorming (see the point 3)
Most participants knew each other in this workshop and they had the opportunity to exchange experiences and practices.  This finding we considered to be a plus. 

3. The teachers’ experiences concerning the visual competence  
The participants have some experience concerning visual competence because they use different visual methods in their activities, like maps, cards (telling a story using different cards: firstly the learners tried to fit the succession of the cards and after that they must to tell the whole story), imagines (telling a story starting from an imagine and using some given words and directions) etc. 
The teachers are talking about methods which they support and use in the everyday life of the courses. Because they are all teaching foreign languages (English and German) they had similar experiences in teaching. All of them use pictures when they teach, especial if they had a beginner group. Also they use schemes when they teach grammar. 
3. Evaluation of visual methods by the teachers in view of the use in course

The brainstorming: this method can be used easily by teachers and learners in teaching/learning the different meaning of a word. If the teacher write down a word and the learners must to writes all around the word different meaning of that word (must be a word with multiple meanings). Because, the main rule of the brainstorming method is not to disapprove of anyone, it will be a helpful method for those who don’t have trust in their knowledge or are shamed to involve. Also, the teacher can continue the discussion asking the learners to make phrases or sentences with the given words/meanings.
The teachers can use also pictures instead of words. In this way he can stimulate the creativity or the originality. 

Mind maps: - it is a very good method because succeed to structure very well the content of learning and also to make connections between the information.  With this method the teacher are able to structure and classify ideas and the learners are able ti visualize and memorize easier. 

The teachers are agreed that this method (as the brainstorming too), are easy to prepare and use, require little cost  for materials.

The maps – is a easy method use not just to visualize things; it can be useful to check the knowledge learned (see the explanation from the point 1)
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