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In many countries, numeracy is a specific part of basic education or literacy strategies for adults 
(England, Australia, France, and Germany). However, a substantial research and adult education gap 
can be observed, which is only slowly being worked on. Numeracy will therefore be problematized and 
discussed within the issue 3/2019 of the ZfW.  
 
The relevance of numeracy is officially equated with the relevance of literacy, as in the United Nations' 
sustainability goals. These 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) contain an area for education (SDG 
Objective 4) which addresses the literacy and numerality of populations worldwide (SDG Objective 
4.6). However, this parallelism of the meaning of literacy and numeracy is neither represented in 
research nor in practice; adult numeracy is considered to be under-researched and under-theorized. 
 
The term ‘numeracy’ used in adult education must be distinguished from ‘mathematical literacy’, 
which is predominantly used in school research. For adults, everyday practices (estimates, rough 
calculations or measurements) are used. The significance for commercial, industrial, mathematical, 
scientific and technical professions is considerable. At the same time, numeracy is regarded as an 
instrument for the critical analysis of companies’ advertising and sales strategies as well as financial 
and statistical statements by politicians and the media. The theoretical approaches range from Jean 
Lave’s early "cognition-in-practice" studies to the human capital theory applied in econometric 
research based on PIAAC or STEP. Traces of Paulo Freire’s work can be found in ethnomathematical 
approaches. Also significant are the most recent tentative translations of the concept of ‘literate 
environments’ to ‘numerate environments’, and of ‘situated literacies’ to ‘situated numeracies’.  
 
Contributions are welcome for the issue which deal with questions of adults and numeracy in a 
theoretical and/or empirical way. Since this is still a rather vaguely outlined area of adult and 
continuing education research, concept-forming, systematic or theoretical contributions (also to the 
terms of numerical competences and practices) are very welcome. Furthermore, follow-up and 
replication studies, secondary analyses, observations and interview studies, also in interdisciplinary 
composition, are invited: What do we know about numeracy competencies, how are they distributed 
in the populations, how do they change and why are they needed? Which learning and educational 
offers contain elements of numeracy, which practices can be systematized? In what contexts are 
numeracy and (social, economical) status indicators related? What needs are there in terms of 
numeracy competences and practices (possibly in combination with digital, financial or 
statistical/political competences and practices)? How has the significance and visibility of numerality 
changed historically and which parts of the population are subject to exclusion mechanisms due to low 
numeracy? 
 
Invited are contributions in German or English from international numeracy research.  
 

* * * 



 
Please send an abstract (max. 500 words) of your contribution by 15 January 2019 to guest-editor 
Anke Grotlüschen anke.grotlueschen@uni-hamburg.de and to the Editorial Office thomas.jung@die-
bonn.de 
 
Deadline for manuscripts: 1 July 2019 
Date of publication: December 2019 
 
All contributions undergo a double-blind peer review. 
The editors only accept manuscripts for first and sole publication.  
More information on the journal and manuscripts can be found on the website  
www.springer.com/journal/40955 
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